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Study Guide for the third unit (space perception and attention). Be able to answer the 
following questions and be familiar with the concepts involved in the answers. Review your 
textbook reading, lectures, homework and lab assignments and be familiar with the concepts 
included in them. 
 

1. In this figure from the textbook, assume that 
the observer is fixating the red crayon with 
both eyes. Which color crayon will have 
negative (crossed) retinal disparity? Which 
color crayon will have positive (uncrossed) 
retinal disparity? How is retinal disparity 
related to depth perception? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Write out the formula for the size-distance hypothesis. What happens to the perceived 
size of an object if its retinal size is reduced by 0.5 and its apparent distance is increased 
by 2.0? What happens if the retinal size of an object remains the same but its apparent 
distance is doubled? How does the size distance hypothesis explain the Moon Illusion? 
What is another illusion of size that is explained by this hypothesis? 
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3. A photograph is usually presented on a flat surface, like the one here. The contents of the 

photograph often contain multiple cues to depth. Some of these cues can result in a 
perception of three-dimensionality even though the photograph is flat. What are these 
depth cues?  
 
Two cues to depth, however, will 
indicate that the photograph is flat. 
What are these two cues and how can 
you eliminate them so as to enhance 
your enjoyment of the depth experience 
in the photo? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Discuss three examples of our limited capacity to process information around us. Give an 
example of change blindness, inattentional blindness and the attentional blink.    
 


